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The St. Joseph School 
logo has been around 
for years, but many 
people have had trou-
ble understanding 
what the elements rep-
resent.  

Some could see a flying “J” or a “J” with 
a book on the top. But this did not repre-
sent St. Joseph School and it certainly 
does not today. 

St. Joseph School is a faith-based, Christ-
centered school that is grounded in solid 
academics and Christian service. Faith, 
learning, and living are integrated to de-

velop the whole person—soul, mind, 
and body. 

That’s why when you see the new logo, 
the cross stands out the most. Christ is 
the center of our school, and the cross 
reminds us that the source of our faith is 
His sacrificial love. 

As the head of the cross lies on top of the 
book, we recall 
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Let the children come: Sacrament of Reconciliation 

88% 

Jesus loved children. His af-
fection is clearly  affirmed in 
the Gospels. When His disci-
ples  attempted to halt people 
from bringing children to Je-
sus for His blessing, He in-
sisted: “let the little children 
come to me, and do not stop 
them; for it is to such as these 
that the kingdom of heaven  
belongs” (Matthew 19:14). 
The sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion allows Jesus to express 
His love for children today. 
Through it, He continues to 
influence their lives; He dem-
onstrates His power to heal 
them, to free them from the 
bondage of sin, and raise 
them to new life. In turn, this 
sacrament allows children to 
come to know and love 
Jesus. For these reasons, 
Jesus still exhorts us: “Let the 
children come!” 

On Saturday, February 25th, 
SJS 2nd grade students at-
tended a Reconciliation Re-
treat at St. Joseph Church in 
community with other Recon-
ciliation applicants from the 
parish. During the retreat, 
each child received the sacra-
ment of Reconciliation. 
Prior to the sacrament, sev-
eral students expressed feel-
ing nervous because “it’s the 
first time” or they “didn’t know 

what it was going to be like.” 
However, second grader, 
Audrey Walthall, was not 
nervous because she knew 
“the priest was going to forget 
the sins, and they will go 
straight to heaven!” Brooklyn 
Woodson felt “happy” prior to 
Reconciliation because she 
knew she would “get to talk to 
the priest.”  
The retreat—which was coor-
dinated by Director of Reli-
gious Education  Jean Leffler, 
Sacraments Coordinator 
Mary Leath, Hispanic Director 
of Religious Education 
Brenda Navarro, and Pro-
gram Assistant Connie Ba-
logh—included an Our Father 
skit by Samantha Deragowski 
and Ray Bailey, an examina-
tion of conscience and  
 

Continued on page 2 
(Reconciliation)... 

Second grade students dissolved 

packaging peanuts in water as a 

demonstration of the dissolving 

power of Reconciliation over sins. 

Before and After:  
St. Joseph School Logo 
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St Joseph kindergartners (left 
to right) Zach Simon, Max 
Longing, and Ella Martin 
celebrated the 100th day of this 
school year on January 23rd, 
by counting gumballs. 

Reconciliation Cont... 

St Joseph freshman Junior Opti-
mist Octagon Club members 
(left to right) Paige Hopkins, 
Laura Woodson, Madeline Moix, 
and Holly Rega made Valentine 
cards for school faculty and staff 
on February 14th. 

The Nightmare of Prom 2012 
SJS Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors celebrated Prom 2012 on February 11th. The 

Junior class worked for weeks on the “ A Nightmare Before Valen-
tine’s Day“ theme, which was based off of the Tim Burton movie, “A 
Nightmare Before Christmas” with Jack Skeleton as the main char-
acter and inspiration. Around 100 St. Joseph School students at-
tended the event, which was coordinated by SJS English teacher, 

Britney Flud. A special thanks is extended to 
Marilyn Moix, Karen Davis, Teri Breeding, 
Kathleen and Jason Gueringer, and Bridget 
Davanzo. The evening was, indeed, a 
“nightmare” to 

remember! 

(right) Seniors 
Sloane Nolan and  

Mac Nabholz were 
thrilled to hear their 
names called as the 

2012 Prom Queen 
and King. 

(above, left to right) Juniors Alyssa Walter, 
Brittany Davanzo, Hannah Elsinger, and 
Rachel Nabholz enjoyed the evening. 

(right) Sophomore Nash 
Nichols and Freshman 
Caroline Dail took to the 
dance floor. 

(above, left to right) Michael 
Burmester (‘11), Seniors Maria 
Nabholz and Taylor Perry, and Justin 
Johnson were all smiles at prom. 

(above) Senior Heather Moix (center) cap-
tured a family moment with her mother, T.J. 
Moix (‘83) and sister, Jessie Moix (‘10).  

Sophomore Greg Shirey and third grader Gabe Chalk 
enjoy Prayer Buddies after Wednesday school mass. 

Continued from page 1… 
 

session on the look and feel of Reconciliation by 
Terri Seiter, and the sacrament of Reconciliation 
with a priest. 
Following penance, each student was led to the 
Baptismal font, where a parent recited a prayer 

while 2nd grade religion teacher, Debbie 
Gosnell, poured holy water over the hands of 
the child. Here the child was reminded of the 
Baptismal promises. The children then prayed 
the rosary, followed by a Good Shepherd ses-
sion led by Carolyn (Nabholz, ‘75) Hinson. 
After their First Reconciliation, SJS 2nd grade 
students were relieved. They expressed feel-

ings of happiness and no fear regarding 
Reconciliation. Jered Sanders exclaimed 
that the sacrament made him “feel 
cleaner” and happy. Presley Harmon, SJS second grader, said that she 
felt “happy because all of my sins are gone.” 
SJS is proud of the second grade students for drawing closer to Jesus 
through Reconciliation! We are also thankful for the many volunteers who 
assisted with the retreat, including St. Joseph Parish catechists that 
regularly teach in the parish religious education classroom!  

Second grader Bo Davis signs a 

Reconciliation book with the guid-

ance of his mother, Jennifer Turner. Second grade Religion 

teacher Debbie Gosnell pours 

holy water over the hands of 

second grader Luke Pope as 

his mother, Courtney Pope, 

prays for his heart to remain 

pure and clean. 
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It’s All Brains in Anatomy! 
 

While Anatomy at SJS is designed to learn about human anatomy, the 
only human parts available for study are bones.  Anatomy teacher, Mr. Jim 
Belote, explains that “cats, cows and sheep are used for the other sys-
tems.” 
 

In January, the class studied the human brain and used sheep to see the 
different parts of the brain:  the cerebrum, which is where learning and per-
ception are associated; the cerebellum, where balance is coordinated; and 

the brain stem, where life sustaining 
activities are centered. 
 

By cutting the brain in half, the class 
was able to see inner parts like the 
corpus callosum, which connects both hemispheres.  
 

In linking Anatomy to current issues, the class discussed the severe brain injury of 
Congresswoman Gabby Giffords, and how the right side of her brain was having to 
learn to do things that her left side normally would control, like speech.  One thing 

that SJS Anatomy students find interest-
ing is that “the brain is the only organ 
that is aware of its own existence!” 

Left  Juniors Zach Kordsmeier and Nathan 
Burgener dissect a sheep’s brain. 

Above  Hunter Horton and Elise Williams 
analyze the different parts of a sheep’s brain. 

The Elementary Book Fair—Book Fair Luau, It’s a Reading Celebration!—
was held during Catholic Schools Week, January 30th—February 3rd. As St. 
Joseph Elementary librarian explained, “The book fair does two wonderful 
things for our students: promotes reading and provides exposure to a variety of 
titles and book genres.”  

Also, during this week was the Annual Grandparents’ Lunch for the Elemen-
tary and High School 
on February 2nd.  
Many grandparents of 
4th through 12th 
grade students en-
joyed a meal of 
chicken parmesan 
prepared by the SJS 
cafeteria staff, managed by Mr. Jeff Crowder. Grandparents were also 
given the opportunity to enjoy the book fair, contributing to its $4,449.94 
total sales before tax! SJS benefited from a $980 cash profit and $262.54 in 
books for classroom libraries! Thank you to all families, friends, and grand-
parents that came to SJ Elementary Book Fair! 

Book Fair Luau, It’s a Reading Celebration! 

(left) Seventh grader 
Breanna Woodson 
enjoys lunch with her 
grandmother, Peggy 
Burns Rappold. 

(above) Alex Halter, Brittany Davanzo, Nick Davanzo, 
and Monica Davanzo pose with grandmother, Dot 
Halter in the Tiki Hut. 

(above) Fifth grader Stephanie Jeans picks out 
books with her grandmother, Madeline Jeans, at the 
Elementary book fair. 

(right) Caleb 
Hiegel is all 
smiles with 
grandparents, 
Bob and 
Marjorie Carr. 
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Since June 2011, SJS has received $4,412.40 from the Kroger Gift Card program! We 
are getting close to our May 2012 goal of $5,000. To participate, you have to get a 
Kroger Gift Card through St. Joseph School—5% of every dollar loaded to the gift 
card is donated back to the school! Please be sure to load (and re-load) your card. 
What an easy way to make a HUGE impact at SJS. 
To obtain a Kroger Gift Card that will benefit SJS, or for more information, call 
327-1204. Please help us reach our $5,000 goal by May 31st! 

 
 

that Christ is the ever present teacher in our classes. The 
book identifies the academic excellence of St. Joseph 
School, which is opened for all. 
The shield represents St. Joseph, our protector and pa-
tron. His shield is engraved with the school’s estab-
lished date, signifying our founders who now guard our 
school with St. Joseph in the communion of saints. 
All of these elements of St. Joseph School echo the tag-
line “Faith, Learning, and Living,” which has been 
placed at the foot of the shield in a ribbon that flows 
into the lives of our parish, community, and world. 

Continued from page 1... 

New School Logo Cont... 

Save the Date: APRIL 14th- "Drive One 4Ur School" --
Come to the Family Activity Center/Gym and test drive a 
new FORD vehicle from Smith Ford-Conway & earn free 
money for our school. For every test drive, SJS gets $20!
Our goal is to get enough test drivers to raise $5,000---that 
= 250 drivers. NO COST TO YOU! Mark your calendars 
and bring your friends!  

St. Joseph School Development Office has partnered with 
Kohl’s Associates in Action program to receive grant 
money from Kohl’s Corporate.  The Kohl’s Associates in 
Action program is part of the Kohl’s Cares program, 
which is committed to kids’ health and education.  Their 
philosophy is rooted in giving back to the communities 
they serve, not just with money and resources but talent 
and time as well.  They believe giving back also means 
looking ahead.  The Associates in Action program is for 
the benefit of 501(c)3 non-profit organizations dedicated 
to enriching the lives of children.  
 
St. Joseph School Development Advisory Board member, 
Joan Granholm, led the effort as a Kohl’s part-time asso-
ciate. Granholm gathered Kohl’s associates (A-Team 
members) from the Conway store to volunteer their time 
in the concession stand at SJS Bulldog basketball games. 
Kohl’s associates worked 6 different nights during the 
2011-2012 season. For each night, the Kohl’s Associates 
in Action program gives a $500 grant to the school. 
Therefore, Kohl’s has presented St. Joseph School with a 
total of $3,000 and a total of 60 volunteer hours. Kohl’s Administrative Assistant, Dana Dowdy, presented the grant to SJS Booster 
Club President, Danny Kordsmeier. Granholm, along with 7 other Kohl’s A-Team members volunteered their time in an effort to 
procure the grant money for St. Joseph School. Thank you, Joan and Kohl’s of Conway! 

SJS Receives Grant from Kohl’s 

(left to right) St. Joseph School Development Advisory Board member 
and A-Team Volunteer Joan Granholm, Booster Club President Danny 
Kordsmeier, Kohl’s Administrative Assistant Dana Dowdy, and Kohl’s 
Associate and A-Team Volunteer Dustin Handy 

The St. Joseph School website has been updated—including more menu options, easier site 
navigation, new pictures, a YouTube video, detailed information, and much more! Go check it out at 

www.stjosephconway.org. 
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The 2012 St. Joseph School Student Ambassa-
dors have been selected by teachers based on 
the following attributes: Responsibility, Depend-
ability, Maturity, and School Spirit. Only three 
11th grade students, three 8th grade students, 
and three 5th grade students were chosen to 
represent St. Joseph School at various functions 
in the school and community, including school 
tours, shadow days, and St. Joseph parish func-
tions. 
 

SJS Ambassadors would love to give YOU a 
tour of St. Joseph School. To set up a tour, call 
the Development Office: 501-327-1204. 

“St. Joseph School is a place where my 
children thrive and feel safe and where 
Christian values are incorporated into 

everyday living. It’s a place where award-
winning academics and athletics flourish. 
It’s the place we are blessed to call home.”  

-Stacy Brorman 
(SJS Parent) 

SJS Development Office has assembled a Development Advisory Board (DAB) of SJS parents to facilitate 
the development efforts of the school. The 2012-2013 DAB members include Jason Covington, Marilyn 
Dail, Joan Granholm, Martina Hoelzeman, Tim Kordsmeier, Veronica Palmer, Mike Prall, Lori Ross, Chris 
Smith, Christy Trantina, Larry Trussell, Alicia Yrle, and Nicole Rappold, Development Director. 
The mission of the DAB is to create, plan, implement, and sustain a development process that will support 
the ministry of St. Joseph Catholic School. The members are positive, mission-driven supporters of SJS will-
ing to commit the time and energy for effective service. 
 

St. Joseph School says Thank You to these individuals for their efforts in leadership by serving on the DAB. 
 

If you would like to be involved with development at SJS, please do not hesitate to contact any one of the 
DAB members. 
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Congratulations to the 2012 SJS Student Ambassadors: 
Back row, left to right  Brianna Covington, Landon Bruich, 
Josh Antoine, Abbey Trussell, Sarah Beth Briggler, Maria Breeding 
Front row, left to right  Jacob Hofherr, Kyle Hartman, Hallie Bray 

St. Joseph School thanks Golden 
Corral for the delicious cookies 
in honor of Student Appreciation 
Day on January 31st! 

St. Joseph School is now on Facebook 
and Twitter! Check us out: 
 
www.facebook.com/stjosephconway 
 
www.twitter.com/SJSBulldogs 

Fifth graders Hallie Bray and Drew 
Lewis present a Thank You card to 
Golden Corral. 
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The Alumni Association is currently collecting dues for 2012. 
Dues help pay for the Distinguished Alumni Roast and Toast, 
the Hog Roast, Homecoming Hospitality Room, newsletter 
printing and mailing, scholarships for current SJS students and 
needs of the school. 

Dues can be paid online through PayPal or mailed to the 
Alumni Association Treasurer, Cindy Bates at Bates Furniture, 
918 Front Street, Conway, AR 72032. A reminder will be sent in 
June to alumni who have not paid their 2012 dues. 

C O N N E C T I O N  

On January 29 the 7th annual H.O.O.K.S. (Helping Out Our Kids’ School) fish dinner and 
auction was held in the St. Joseph Parish Hall Dining Room. H.O.O.K.S. has raised 
more than $300,000 for St. Joseph School over the last seven years. This year, over 
500 SJS supporters attended the event, including SJS alumni. The proceeds from the 
2012 H.O.O.K.S. dinner will be used by St. Joseph School in the following ways: 

Alumni are HOOKED 

The H.O.O.K.S. 
Committee is chaired by 

Bob Imboden (‘57) and his 
wife, Cheryl, and Ray 

Luyet (‘54) and his wife, 
Betty. SJS thanks these 

couples for their years of 
hard work and dedication 

to the school! 

Auctioneer Gerard Martin (‘97) 
kept the bidding lively with his 
style and humor during the live 
auction. 

Bryan (‘87) and Tracey Bruich and Jill 
(Brorman, ‘84) and Michael Enderlin (‘85) 
sponsored a shrimp boil that was up for 
auction. 

Bubba Moix (‘83) was 
excited and surprised to 
win the 100+ piece tool 
set door prize. 

  $2,000 —— Cafeteria 
  $4,000 —— Scholarships 
$10,000 —— Library 
$20,000 —— Computer Lab 
$10,000 —— iPads 
  $5,000 —— Bus Repairs 

Thank you to all who were involved with this year’s H.O.O.K.S. 
dinner—from selling tickets, donating auction items, 
setting up, washing fish, cooking, serving, bidding, to 
cleaning! It was a great success for St. Joseph School. 

FLASHBACK: Remember the Prom of 1986? The theme was 
“Hawaiian Paradise” with beautiful scenes and decorations 
done by the junior class. The courtyard was highlighted with a 
live volcano while the dance floor was decorated with scenes of 
hula girls and a giant waterfall. 

Remember the music for Prom by the band Express? Seniors 
were given leis during the senior presentations. Prom King and 
Queen were Anthony Strozyk and Patty (Tyler) Wellinghoff. 

Honorary Alumni 
Congratulations to the 2011-2012 Honorary Alumni Kathleen Green, Jerry Bass, and 
Barbara Kordsmeier! St. Joseph School Honorary Alumni are SJS supporters that 
did not attend SJS but go above and beyond to help St. Joseph School.  
 

SJS is proud to have Kathleen Green, Jerry Bass, and Barbara Kordsmeier as Honor-
ary Alumni, and we thank each of them for their countless hours of dedication, ser-
vice, and commitment to St. Joseph School! 
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Alumni Spotlight 

Name: 

Jimmy Luyet 

Class: 

1988 

Favorite teacher: 

Coach Mourot — Biology 

Most cherished memory: 

The fire drill that Britt Freyaldenhoven 
and I accidently started in the sixth 

grade. 

We have 3 sons currently enrolled in St. Joseph.  I (Chris) am a St. Joseph 
Alumni attending from Kindergarten (Good Sheppard at the time) through 
12th Grade.  As a student, I did not realize the true benefit and value of my 
Catholic education.  As a parent, two decades removed from student life, I can 
now fully appreciate all that St. Joseph has to offer.   
Each day our children begin their day with prayer and the Pledge of Alle-
giance.  At the end of the day, they conclude with prayer.  In the middle, is a 
wonderful mixture of education, values, Christian morals, and fun with friends 
whose families share the same basic family and educational principles that we 
do. 
It is a pleasure to see that over the span of several decades, the moral fiber and 
philosophy of St. Joseph has not “changed with the times” of a country that 
seems to be getting away from what we teach and practice in our family.  We 
feel like St. Joseph Schools is an extension of our home and that our children’s 
minds and hearts are in great hands at school, Mass, and extra-curricular 
events. 
 

Chris (‘88) and Lenisa O’Dwyer 

Alumni Reflection 

A Walk Down Memory Lane 

Several alumni from the class of 1964 reminisced about their days at 
SJS on Sunday, January 29th, by touring the high school and Spiritan 
Hall. Student Ambassadors led the tours, while the alums talked about 

SJS Ambassadors Brianna Covington [far left] and Sarah 
Beth Briggler [far right] give a tour to SJS alums [left to 
right] Sharon (Colquitt, ’64) Trout, Theresa Simon (’64), 
Marilyn (Garrett, ’64) Colclasure, and Judi (Hawks, ’64) 
Cardin. 

the changes in ap-
pearance, curriculum, 
and use of the cam-
pus. While in Spiritan 
Hall, the SJS alums 
were able to see the 
shelves where they 
placed their lunch 
pails and the hooks 
where their coats 
were hung. It was 
truly a walk down 
Memory Lane! 
 
SJS encourages all 
alumni to visit! 

2012 Distinguished Alumni Roast and Toast—May 4th 
Mark your calendar for Friday, May 4th at 6pm to come to the St. Joseph Parish 
Hall to celebrate SJS alumni Charles Nabholz (‘54) and his many accomplish-
ments. We’ll also get a laugh as he is roasted by his friends and colleagues. 
Roasters and Toasters include Bob Whitehouse, Bill Johnson, and Tab Townsell. 
Special guests include past distinguished alumni Bill Hegeman and Governor Mike 
Beebe. Tickets are $50 and can be purchased at the Endowment Office, Hiegel 
Supply and Bates Furniture. Proceeds from the event sponsor a college scholar-
ship for a current SJS student, school leadership promotion, and general support 
of the school. 

The SJS Alumni Association has 
Facebook! If you want instant alumni 

news and the latest school news, log on 
to Facebook and search for: 

 

St. Joseph School Alumni Association 
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St. Joseph School is hosting a Summer Science Camp for incoming 1st—6th 
grade students on June 4th—8th from 8:00am—11:30am. Science camp offers 
a hands-on and interactive approach to the fun world of science! The four 
Modules offered this year are Planet Titan, Mysteries of Electricity, Secret 
Concoctions, and Water Olympics. 

For more information, contact one of the camp co-directors: 
Mrs. Thompson: lthompson@stjosephconway.org 
Mrs. Brown: dbrown@stjosephconway.org. 

St. Joseph School Summer Science Camp 

502 Front Street 
Conway, AR 72032 

Phone: 501-329-5741 
www.stjosephconway.org 

 


